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USA Today
More than 250 bills prohibiting or restricting cell phone 
use while driving are pending in 42 state legislatures 
despite disagreement over the risks cellphones pose and 
the effectiveness of enforcement.  The number is up from 
about 120 bills in just 18 states 10 months ago, according 
to an analysis by the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety, 
a safety research group funded by insurers. Four states—
Georgia, Idaho, North Carolina and Texas—are considering 
banning all types of cellphone usage behind the wheel, 
including hands-free devices.

Watching that legislation are wireless carriers and 
automakers, which have invested millions of dollars in 
hands-free technology built into vehicles.  At least one 
insurer is also taking action: Nationwide will soon offer 
discounts to parents who buy technology that disables 
their teens’ phones while their vehicles are in motion.

Six states plus the District of Columbia currently ban 
handheld cellphone use while driving. Legislators in 23 
states have introduced bills to allow only hands-free 
phoning.

At the end of 2008, CTIA-The Wireless Association 
estimated that 270 million people—about 90 percent 
of the U.S. population—had cellphones.  The latest 
data available from the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration estimated that in 2007, about 11 percent of 
the population at any moment during the day used a phone 
while driving.

Some of the legislative activity was prompted by the 
National Safety Council, which in January declared hands-
free calling as dangerous as holding a phone.  John Ulczycki, 
its vice president of research, communication and advocacy, 
says he’s been meeting with state officials for several weeks 
encouraging them to introduce bills banning all forms of in-
car cellphone use other than emergency calls.  The group, 
funded by more than 20,000 companies, hopes to persuade 
Congress to offer financial incentives to states that pass 
such laws.

“When our friends have been drinking, we take the car 
keys away,” says Janet Froetscher, CEO of the safety 
council. “It’s time to take the cellphone away.”

The tough talk is despite disagreement over cellphone 
risks by leading academic and industry researchers. “Unlike 
with seat belt and drunk-driving legislation, there’s no 
consensus as to what an effective cellphone law entails and 
also no evidence that these ... approaches have any impact,” 
says Barbara Harsha of the Governors Highway Safety 
Association.
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Asphalt Roadway Rehabilitation, FWHA, 
This video describes the Local Technical Assistance Program (LTAP) training course on asphalt roadway rehabilitation.

Base and Sub: Base Repair, IRF, 
This video outlines the nine-step base repair system which includes placing traffic control devices, marking repair 
limits, cutting pavement, removing unsuitable material, installing sub-grade and base, replacing pavement, and cleaning 
up and removing traffic control devices.

Chip Seal Application, FWHA, 
This video describes three parts to applying chip seals. 
Part 1: Shows preliminary concerns, materials, equipment, surface preparation, weather requirements, and application 
rates. Part 2: Discusses chip seal procedures, binder application, chip spreading, and roller operation. Part 3: Details 
problems that can occur, and their solutions.

Crack Repair in Asphalt Pavement, IRF, 
This video describes the repair of small cracks, linear or area in nature, required tools and equipment, materials, 
placing signs, cleaning out cracks, filling cracks with asphalt mixture, applying liquid asphalt, spreading cover aggregate, 
rolling aggregate, cleaning site, and removing traffic control devices.

Crack Sealing, Penn DOT, 
This video describes the requirements for proper crack sealing of bituminous surface, such as materials, equipment 
preparation, sealing, and safety.

Pavement Condition, Deighton, 
This video tells how and why pavement deterioration occurs, and how to measure condition.

Pothole Patching, FWHA, 
This video discusses the causes of potholes, equipment needed for repair, and six steps for proper repair.

Pothole Repair in Asphalt Concrete Pavement, IRF, 
This video discusses the tools and equipment required, and the procedures for repair including: placing of signs, 
marking damaged areas, cutout and removal of bad material, filling hole with granular material, compacting, sealing the 
surface, cleaning up the site, and removing traffic control devices.

Potholes: Causes, Cures, and Prevention, US Army Corps. of Engineers, 
This video discusses how potholes develop, how they should be properly repaired, and how to develop a pothole 
repair program, along with preventive techniques.
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Transportation Technology Transfer Service (T3S) for the 
benefit of county and municipal government agency personnel 
in South Carolina. T3S, administered by the Clemson University 
Civil Engineering Department, is the Local Technical Assistance 
Program (LTAP) center for SC. T3S is part of a nationwide 
network of LTAP centers established by the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA) in cooperation with state 
transportation agencies. T3S is jointly funded by FHWA and 
the South Carolina Department of Transportation (SCDOT). 
The views, opinions, and recommendations contained in the 
newsletter do not necessarily reflect the views of the FHWA 
or the SCDOT.
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